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PRELIMINARY EXAMIVATION (REVI

OF EOSTON EANMBOR (PLEASUTE DAY), MASS.

Syllabus

The TNistrict Engineer is of the opinicn that the improvement desired
at Doston Isyhbor ®ay), Massachusettz, is entirely local in character
and, therefore, wo ul' not warrant the expeniiture of federal funds for its
accomplisnmc%.i A survey of the locality is net recommended.
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Wer Department
United States Engineer Office
Boston, Massachusetts

Junuery 31, 19h2

-

Subject: Freliminery examlqatlon (review of reports) of Boston Harbor
(Pleasure Rar}, Massachusetts
To: Tre Chief of Engineers, U. S, Army, through the Division Fngineer,

North Atlantic Division

l. Authority.- This report is submitted in complisnce with the follow-

ing resolution, adonted Aurust 25, 19,1, by the Committee on Rivers and

Harbers of the Fouse of Nepresentatives, nited States:

““ﬂo LVED BY TH WMITTER ON RIVERS AND HARBORS OF THE
HOTISE OF KEPP 4 ~11Vﬂa, ITRD STATEES, T} Board of Engi-

neers for Rivers snd ¥arbors éregted under ascction 3 of the River
and Herbor fet, apmreved June 13, 1902, be, and is hersby, re-
questad to review e reaports on Boston Harbor, ¥assachusetts,
submitied in Housc Document Mumberod 21}, Seventy-sccond Congress,
Pirst ssession, vith e view to doetermining if the cxisting project
should be modified to provide a chemmel from the forty-foot
chanmal to the eld forry slip on the Pleasure Boy side of Fort
Indepondence.

2. Hoports undrr raview.- The repprts contained in House Docummnl

No. 2iik, 724 Congress, lst session, sre on preliminary cxemination and sure

voy of Boston Iarbor, suthorized by the River e&nd Farbor Act approved July
3, 19304 Im Lis repart dated Fobousry &, 1932, the Chicf of Engincors
recommendod dacpening the main ship channel from President loads to Common-

wanlf
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ey Now 1 to L0 faet for a width of 600 feut, widening st the bend,
and dredging to a depth of |0 feot at mesn low water on anchorage nrea on

the north side of President Roads, ut & totel cstimeted cost of $L,3800,000,



with $30,000 annually for maintenance, subject to certain provisions of
local cooperation. The action of Congress was favorable,

3« In accordence with the directive quoted in paragraph 2 above and
the stated desires of local interests, the present report deals only with
that portion of Roston Ilarbor known as Pleasure Bay.

L Es;qrigtion.- Plsasure Bay is a small indentation in the south
shore of Boston Harbor adjecent to South Boston. It hes an area of sbout
150 acres whkich is pertially exposed to storms from the east, but is woll
vrotaeted for the most part ageinst winds from other direetions. DPleasure
Buy is cesy of access from the mein ship chennel of Boston Harbor. The ap-
proach channel tas a minimum depth of 1l feet snd » minimum width of 300
feot betwesn the 12-foot contours. Depths in the bay range up to 28 fset
in un area of approximately L5 wcres within the 12«foot contour.

5« MNo bridge crosses Pleasure Bay, nor are thers any terminal or
tronsfer facllitics locuted along its shores. Treffic consists entirely of
pleasure boating during the reoreational secson. There is no commerece on
tkis seetion of Boston Hurbor. No federal project for Pleasure Bay hus ever
been recommended, nor hwve ony prior reports busn made on this woterway.
Tre improvement under considerstion would involve no questions of water
power, flood control, or other specinl subjects not discussed in this re-
port.

6. The mesn end spring ronges of tide in Pleasurc Bey cre 9.5 und
11,0 feot, respeetivolye The loeslity is shown on U. S. Const wnd Geodetio
Survey Clarts Nos, 2L6, 218 snd 1207, wnd on the map accompenying this re-
port.

T+ Tributary crec.- The arce immedictely tributory to Plessure Bay

is South Boston, & densely populetad scetion of Boston lying to the oust of
Fort Point Chennecl wnd fronting on the harbor snd ¢ portion of the muin ship
chennel. Located in this ares are tle U. S. Havy Dry Dock Noe. 3, which is

cepable of handling the largest vessel afloat; the U. S. Army Bese pier, the
largest pier in JBoston harbor; and & number of diversified industries which

contribute to the genercl comarce of the port. The north and west shores
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of the bay have been partially developed by the City of Bosten for park
purposes, and on the esct shore is the U, S. Military Reservation of iort
Incepencence. The locality is served by the Hew York, New Heven and itarte

ford Railroad, although there is no direct rail connection to any point on

B, Qﬁber imprqvem@nﬁs.- Pleosure Bay wes dredged to its present
dimenisions by the Commonwcalth of Massuchusetts in 1919 and 1920, for the
purpese of obteining muterial to complete the reclamution of about 50 nceres
of fluts belween the bay ond the Reserved Chzanel. The cost of this work
to tlie state could not be obtained.

9. Imnrovement desired.- The resolution authorizing this report was

introduced by Congressmen John W. MeCormeck, 12th jlsssachusetts District,

in the interest of the Hassachusetts Naubtical School, DNepartment of Education,
Commanwezlth of Messachusetts. In & stetement to this office from the school
commissioners, under date of October 1€, 19/}, it was said thet the neces-
sity for the desired improvemsnt wrs not definitely determined, and thet the
object of requesting & survey and study of the ovroposed nroject wes to ob-
tein data to determine the approximate cost and practicability of using Fort
Indenendence ns & permanent base for the school and for comperison with other
sites under considersaticn.

[RLY

%o dredge, if neecessary, the sxisting

@

10. The ilmprovement desired i
channel from the main ship channel. in Boston Herbor to Pleoasure Bay to a
depth of 24 fect end width of 100 fect ut sean high weter, to a picr or
bulkhend ot the locetion of the existing ferry slip on the wost side of
Costle Islund (wlich is no longer in = usable condition, duc to deteriors-
tion extending over « long reriod of ysers); & turning busin 1,000 fect in
diemeter und 2% fuct dsep ot mean high wnter adjeeent to the pler or bulk-
hoods wnd = slip about L75 fout long, 2 foct decp ot maeun low wuter, cnd
100 fest wide to provide o berth for o wasscl which may be allocutad to the
Hrutiewl School for training pﬁrﬁﬁscs.

1l. Discussion tnd concluslions.- The improvement of Plessurce Bay de=-

sired by the commlssioners ol the Mussnchuscetits Nuutlcel School is designed
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for & training ship having dimensions of Li27 feet in length, 57 feet in beam,
and draft of 20 feet. Due to the present war emerpency, however, it is
doubtful it such e ship, or even a smaller one, could be obtained for some
time after the war is over. Doubt has been expressed also as to whether

or not the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the Maritime Commission would
finance or assist in financing the projects The present ship used by the
school is about 65 yesrs old and is owned by the lMaritime Commission. It

has been used by the school for practically 33 years. Until recently this
vessel was stetioned at the Boston Navy Yard, but becsuse of the need of
space for vmr purposes it was removed to North End Park, on the Boston water-
front, which it uses without rental charges by the city.

12, Under authority of the Joint Resolution of Conpress, approved May 1,
1890, the Secretury of ¥War, on Moreh 15, 1907, granted to the City of Boston
permission to assume control over the Military Heservation of Fort Independ-
ence, Custle Island, for park purposes. In view of the existing emergency,
it will be necessary for the government to make use of the premises, which
will require discontinuance of the city's use for the duretion of the wur,
and possibly lounger. Recommendation to this effect was made by this office
Janunry 5, 1912, which was concurred in by the Division Engineer, although
no finel action hes becn taken in the matter up to the present time. The
use of Castle Island by the military euthoritics, thercfors, precludes any
possible usc of it by the Mussachusctts Nuutical School for an indefinite
period, and possibly not ot mll.

13, While it is the policy of the Var Denartment to cooperate with
loeszl intercsts in matters perstoining to harbor improvements, the federal
government normally provides only those improvements which bencfit general
novigations It is obvious thut the work desired in Pleasurc Boy would serve
only the nocds of the Messachusotts Nouticenl Scheol. Furthermore, the con-
struction of bherthing freilities s34 the dredging of approach chenncls there-
to cre items of improveoment thet are not ordinarily undertcken by the Depart-
ment &8 port of the federal program for improvement of rivers ond horbors.

Terminal foeilities in penorcl, nos well os berthing fecilitics, ere usually
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provided and meinteined either by state, municipal, or private interests,
the federal government being concerned primarily with the provision of the
principal chemmels, anchorages, snd like improvements. It is considered;
trerefore, that in view of the purely local character of the desired im-
nrovement, the expenditure of federal funds for its accomplishment is un-
warranted.

1. QRecommendation.~ In view of the forepoing, & survey of Boston

Harbor (Pleasure Bay), Massachusetts, is not recommnendcd.

LR

L. B. Gallaegher
lieut. Col., Corps of Engineers
Inclosure: Distriet Enginser
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